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[57] ABSTRACT

A peripheral distribution of filled pixels in a document
image is calculated by projecting the filled pixels in an
X-axis or a Y-axis direction. A bottom part in the pe-
ripheral distribution is detected. The document image is-
divided into a plurality of primary image regions in
accordance with a dividing line intersecting the bottom
part in the X-axis or Y-axis direction, so that the docu-
ment image is classified into text regions, drawing re-
gions and picture regions. Thus, the text regions can be
extracted automatically from the document image with-
out requiring a specific manual operation for extracting
text regions by an operator.

14 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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